A lthough up to 14% of non-Hispanic blacks (NHBs) experience sunburns, they rarely use sunscreen. 1, 2 Whites are at least twice as likely to wear sunscreen than NHBs. 3, 4 Hispanics are more likely to wear sunscreen than NHBs, even though many Hispanics have a darker skin phototype than some NHBs.
Results. Participants' demographic characteristics and answers to survey questions are summarized in Table 1 . The Figure shows skin reactivity to the sun based on ethnicity and/or race. Multivariable analysis revealed that ethnicity and/or race, sex, income, education, and skin reactivity affected sunscreen use ( Table 2) .
Further analysis showed that NHBs who reported severe sunburns were 7 times less likely to use sunscreen than were non-Hispanic whites who reported severe sunburns. Among participants who had severe sunburns, there was no difference in sunscreen use for the other ethnic groups (Mexican American, other Hispanic, and other race) compared with non-Hispanic whites.
Comments. In this study, NHB participants had a similar relative likelihood of not wearing sunscreen even if they have a propensity to severely sunburn, a finding comparable to other studies.
1,2 Also consistent with other studies is the positive influence on sunscreen use of female sex, higher income, and higher education. 4 The lack of sunscreen use by NHBs, including those who sunburn, may be explained by underlying cultural differences as well as limited knowledge about skin cancer. 7 One survey found 70% of NHBs, 14% of whom experienced burns, were not aware that NHBs can develop skin cancer. 2 Another survey of NHBs found 43% had the propensity to sunburn, yet only 35% felt that they had a risk to develop skin cancer. 8 Acknowledgment of skin cancer risk did not influence their sun protection behavior. 8 The lack of sunscreen use by NHBs may have stemmed from rare familial and community experiences of skin can- cer and lack of dialogue within families and with health care providers. 7 Prior national dermatology screening and education programs only included 1.2% of NHBs, thus limiting interaction with health care providers. 9 In addition, mainstream magazines with predominantly white readership had 5 times as many sun protection ads as magazines oriented toward NHBs. 10 Future education of NHBs on skin cancer risk and sunscreen use is warranted, especially for the group that experiences sunburns. 
